CHAPTER V
RELIGION AND LIFE

WHOEVER encourages by normal, healthy means, the
development of the spiritual life of the child to its
fullest and most vigorous growth, and therein brings
about the harmonious extension of the exercise of
the reciprocal and co-operative forces of idea and
act over an ever-increasing field, has solved the
problem of religious education. To this end every-
thing which we can do to aid our children to translate
healthy ideas into action is of the highest value. The
harvest festivals when the little ones bring small
gifts, which later are taken by the givers themselves,
or by one or two acting as deputies for the rest, to
the local hospital or to the sick and needy of the
parish, help in this direction; and where these are
held for the first time great encouragement often
arises from the keen interest many of the parents
then shew in the doings of their children at school.
The effect on the pupils is quite marked and the
warming and melting process it engenders lasts for a
much longer period than that in which it is plainly
visible. Similarly the allowing of their own little
thoughts of kindness to take tangible form by the
making of gifts for their elders and for one another
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